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Plattsburgh SMS 556th (http://www.556sms.com) 
Unit Activation Date: 25-Dec-1962
Unit Last Operational Day: 20-Apr-1965
Unit Deactivation Date: 25-Jun-1965
Data from: 
	U.S. Corps of Engineers

	Ballistic Missile Construction Office
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	Historical Summary

	Plattsburgh Area Office

	Atlas F

	Construction Directorate

	1 Aug 1960 - 31 Oct 1962

	


Site 1 Information – General Information
Cost for Plattsburgh Atlas F Silos: 
$59,461,843. September 22,1962 
Approximately $4,955,154 per silo (1962 $) or $32,261,514 in 2006 $
105,00 Cubic Yards of concrete total or 8,750 yards per site
Depth of overburden - 4'

Elevation Top of bedrock - 992.5
Rock Type – Quartzite
The overburden consisted mostly of topsoil, approximately 4 feet in depth to rock, the top layer of bedrock reported as an 18 foot thick layer of quartzite, under laid with siliceous sandstone, dense and hard with fine shale layers was found to be quartzite, full depth of the silo.
Ground water - elevation 976 (~24 ft depth to ground water from silo cap)
Two wells - completed July 31, 1961, 30 gpm each

	Key Construction Dates

	Excavation Start
	July 5, 1960

	Original Completion Date
	September 25, 1961

	Revised Completion Date
	December 7, 1961

	Substantial Completion Date
	December 7, 1961

	Final Inspection Date
	December 20, 1961 [Silo, LCC & Structure]

	
	

	GD/A Custody
	December 27, 1961

	RKMP Rel S & M
	December 27, 1961

	290 to SATAF
	December 22, 1961

	290 S/SATAF
	January 5, 1962


GD/A Custody - Date missile base turned over to General Dynamics, who will be responsible for Missile installation and check-out
RKMP Rel S & M - Indicates date of letter to the prime contractor (Raymond-Kaiser-Macco-Puget sound) informing them that they are relieved of Security and maintenance at the site.
290 to SATAF - Indicates date the form 290 was forwarded to SATAF for signature.
290 S/SATAF - indicates date the 290 was signed and the site formally accepted by SATAF
Miscellaneous 
Excavation equipment for 28-September 1960 on the job:
2 cranes, 1 D-4 tractor, 2 front end loaders, 5 compressors, 4 twin drills. 
Most on site between July 15 - July 23.
Equipment on site in July 1961: 
3 pumps, 2 compressors, 5 welders, 1 backhoe 2 Euclids, 1 crane, 1 drill, 1 Front end loader.
	Significant Events Site 1:

	
	Begin
	Finish

	LCC Excavation
	5-Jul-1960
	25-Aug-60

	LCC Floor – Rebar
	1-Nov-1960
	3-Nov-60

	LCC Floor-Concrete
	4-Nov-1960
	5-Nov-60

	LCC Walls – Rebar
	8-Nov-1960
	15-Nov-60

	LCC Walls – Concrete
	26-Nov-1960
	27-Nov-60

	LCC Roof – Rebar
	14-Dec-1960
	14-Dec-60

	LCC Roof – Concrete
	17-Dec-1960
	17-Dec-60

	LCC Crib Steel
	6-Dec-1960
	24-Feb-61

	LCC Completion Date

& Acceptance
	2-Aug-1961
	30-Aug-61

	
	
	

	Silo Excavation
	5-Jul-60
	17-Oct-60

	Silo Walls – Rebar
	3-Nov-60
	15-Nov-60

	Silo Walls – Concrete
	20-Nov-60
	24-Nov-60

	Silo Haunch – Rebar
	28-Nov-60
	12-Dec-60

	Silo Haunch – Concrete
	14-Dec-60
	17-Dec-60

	Silo Crib Steel – Lvl 7
	20-Dec-60
	8-May-61

	Process Vessels
	12-Apr-61
	24-Apr-61

	Crib Steel Top Level
	19-Jan-61
	8-May-61

	Concrete Silo Top
	22-May-61
	21-Aug-61

	
	
	

	PLS Cryogenic Vessels and vales, a contract milestone
	11-Apr-61
	24-Apr-61

	PLS Prefabs and interconnecting piping, an Assigned Service Contract
	28-Apr-61
	27-Aug-61

	Diesel Generator, Switchgear and Panels, milestones and ASC
	22-Apr-61
	21-Sep-61

	Heating, Ventilating, Air Conditional and Pumps, milestones and ASC
	21-Mar-61
	7-Dec-61

	Electric Conduit wire and fixtures, a contract milestone
	15-Jul-61
	23-Oct-61


Climatic Summary (1960 – 1962) Plattsburgh AFB 
(data from NNDC Climate Data Online) - http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/ncdc.html
	
	
	Min Temp
	Max Temp
	Avg Temp
	
	
	
	Min Temp
	Max Temp
	Avg Temp
	
	
	
	Min Temp
	Max Temp
	Avg Temp

	1960
	Jan
	-8.0
	39.0
	17.7
	
	1961
	Jan
	-18.9
	43.0
	10.5
	
	1962
	Jan
	-9.9
	46.0
	17.9

	 
	Feb
	1.0
	45.0
	25.1
	
	 
	Feb
	-17.9
	46.0
	20.1
	
	 
	Feb
	-20.9
	43.0
	14.4

	 
	Mar
	1.0
	50.0
	25.3
	
	 
	Mar
	0.0
	68.0
	28.4
	
	 
	Mar
	-0.9
	68.0
	31.4

	 
	Apr
	26.1
	70.0
	43.2
	
	 
	Apr
	27.0
	66.9
	41.4
	
	 
	Apr
	19.9
	86.9
	41.7

	 
	May
	39.0
	81.0
	58.4
	
	 
	May
	28.9
	82.0
	52.5
	
	 
	May
	32.0
	95.0
	55.9

	 
	Jun
	42.1
	84.9
	64.4
	
	 
	Jun
	39.0
	88.9
	64.2
	
	 
	Jun
	43.0
	90.9
	65.2

	 
	Jul
	48.9
	88.9
	67.4
	
	 
	Jul
	48.9
	86.9
	68.3
	
	 
	Jul
	43.0
	86.0
	65.1

	 
	Aug
	43.0
	91.9
	65.6
	
	 
	Aug
	45.0
	84.9
	66.7
	
	 
	Aug
	46.0
	86.9
	65.6

	 
	Sep
	35.1
	86.0
	59.8
	
	 
	Sep
	35.1
	90.0
	65.2
	
	 
	Sep
	33.1
	86.0
	56.6

	 
	Oct
	28.0
	68.0
	47.2
	
	 
	Oct
	21.0
	75.9
	50.8
	
	 
	Oct
	23.0
	70.9
	46.5

	 
	Nov
	19.0
	62.1
	41.0
	
	 
	Nov
	16.0
	66.0
	38.2
	
	 
	Nov
	16.0
	50.9
	32.7

	 
	Dec
	-6.0
	55.9
	22.3
	
	 
	Dec
	4.1
	46.9
	27.2
	
	 
	Dec
	-9.9
	50.0
	22.2


 Of Note: Jan-Feb 1961 had several days that concrete was not able to be poured due to low temperatures.
	Consolidated Table II

	Accident Comparison

	Plattsburgh Area

	Site
	First Aid Cases
	Disabling Injuries
	Fatal Injuries
	Days Time Lost
	Fire & Prop Damage

	1
	          73 
	6
	0
	216
	$0

	2
	          41 
	7
	2
	12,103
	$0

	3
	          69 
	2
	0
	32
	$23,800

	4
	          75 
	7
	2
	12,174
	$377

	5
	          68 
	9
	0
	309
	$80,000

	6
	          82 
	6
	0
	152
	$28,711

	7
	          69 
	1
	0
	4
	$0

	8
	          89 
	14
	2
	12,378
	$21,873

	9
	          91 
	5
	1
	6,094
	$0

	10
	          57 
	3
	0
	47
	$0

	11
	        185 
	7
	1
	6,197
	$2,000

	12
	          67 
	3
	0
	67
	$0

	Office & Shop
	          25 
	3
	0
	17
	$0

	Off-Site
	             6 
	3
	0
	98
	$3,557

	Government
	          11 
	6
	0
	271
	$2,514

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	     1,008 
	             82 
	           8 
	       50,159 
	$162,832


Visits by “Very Important People” (VIP)
French Army Engineers as part of the Military Assistance program Orientation Tour for France, Group V-61.  The visit was made on 15 September 1960 and Colonel Frederick B. Hall, Jr., C. of E. accompanied the group as U. S. Army escort-interpreter.
The group arrived from Boston in the Chief’s plane at 1030 hours and, after a visit to the Soils Laboratory, attended a briefing on Area Engineer activities for missile construction in this area by Lt. Colonel S. Stern and assisted by Major H. D. Rhodes.
After the briefing and a lunch at the Officers Club at Plattsburgh Air Force Base, the party, was conveyed by auto in groups for an on-site view of construction at Site 1, Champlain; Site 2, Alburg; and Site 9, Mooers Forks.
The group departed by plane at 1615 hours from Plattsburgh Air Force Base.  Later, Lt. Colonel Stern received a letter, dated 15 October 1960, Paris, from General LeGrand who conveyed his thanks for the reception at Plattsburgh, and who was joined by “Le General Thuaire et les Officers Fancais” in an expression of thanks and best wishes.  General LeGrand stated in his letter that the parts was keenly interested in the numerous works they were fortunate to see and should profit by the particular points adopted in the diversified activities.
Members of the group of French Army:
Lt. General Rodolphe LeGrand, Inspector General, Corps of Engineers.
Major General Robert M. Thuaire, Chief, French Army Engineers.
Colonel Pierre A. Dupon, Deputy Commander, Engineer School Angers, French Army Engineers.
Lt. Colonel Pierre G. Martin, Chief, Engineer Section, Army Research & Development Agency.
Major Jean E. Lartigue, Chief of Section, Construction Office, French Army Engineers.
Other – Human Interest
Indians (Native Americans)
A sub-contractor of  RKMP, American Bridge Division of U.S. Steel Corp., did the fabrication and erection of the structural steel.
They used a peak of 215 employees of which 149 were Mohawk Indians.  These were members of the Syracuse, New York, Local, and came from two reservations, being (1) Caughnawaga Reservation located in Canada and north of Champlain, New York, and (2) St. Regis Reservation located in Ogdensburgh, New York.
Many of these Indians had the same name and same first initial, resulting in confusion in record keeping.  This required the use of an arbitrary middle initial or number.
There were several sets of brothers, including those from the families of Baibo, Skye, Francis, and Smoke.
These ironworkers were considered to be excellent workmen and gave a great contribution to the missile program.
	Atlas F Phase Out Dates
    From History of Atlas and Titan 1 Phase out, June 1965, K416.8630.1

	19-Nov-64
	OSD News Release – Atlas E & F, Titan 1 Phase-out

	24-Nov-64
	Cancelled all PLX activities, reduced maintenance inspections, cancelled time changes, TCTO’s, reports (U-86, K-6, MCS), routine AXTO 22, and JOTS changes.

	1-Dec-64
	SAC published programming plans for Atlas F.

	9-Dec-64
	USAF established command responsibilities – proposed storage of missiles.

	26-Mar-65
	Plans for dismantling  Atlas F site (Lincoln-12) finalized

	5-Apr-65
	Lincoln-12 dismantling started

	1-Jun-65
	Dismantling project complete

	

	Unit Deactivation Schedule - Plattsburgh

	12-Mar-65
	First missile off alert

	10-Apr-65
	Last missile off alert

	13-Apr-65
	Last missile shipped

	25-Jun-65
	Unit Deactivation Date

	“Problem sites” – All Complexes, Plattsburg, AFB, N.Y.  All sites at Plattsburgh have excessive water infiltration.  The average rate is approximately 40-105 GPM.  Such flows could allow water to rise as much as nine feet per day in the silo should the sump pumps malfunction.  This condition requires constant surveillance under caretaker status.
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